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On November 22, 1791, Georgetown 

enrolled its first student, William Gas-
ton, from North Carolina. Due to ill-
ness shortly thereafter, William Gas-
ton was also Georgetown’s first drop-
out. 

But he turned out well. He eventu-
ally graduated from Princeton Univer-
sity and returned to North Carolina, 
where he was elected to the State Sen-
ate . . . the state House of Commons 
. . . and the United States House of 
Representatives, making him the first 
Georgetown student to serve in Con-
gress. 

Many other Georgetown graduates 
have gone on to serve in elected office. 
Among them are are former President 
Bill Clinton, Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, several members of 
this Congress, including the President 
Pro Tem of this Senate, Senator PAT-
RICK LEAHY. 

My State of Illinois may hold the 
current record for statewide office 
holders whose views of public service 
Georgetown helped to shape. Not only 
are my Senate partner, Senator MARK 
KIRK and I both Georgetown graduates 
but so are our Governor Pat Quinn, our 
Lieutenant Governor, Sheila Simon, 
and our state Attorney General, Lisa 
Madigan. 

In the years following the Civil War, 
Father Patrick Healy helped transform 
Georgetown into a modern university. 
So profound was his influence that Fa-
ther Healy is often called Georgetown’s 
‘‘second founder.’’ 

Father Healy’s accomplishments are 
all the more extraordinary when you 
consider that the laws of Georgia, the 
State in which he was born, made it a 
crime even to teach him to read. You 
see, Father Patrick Healy was born a 
slave. His father was a wealthy Irish 
American cotton farmer and his moth-
er was mixed race—half white and half 
African American. His parents joined 
in a common-law marriage and gave all 
of their children excellent educations 
in Northern and European schools. 

Father Healy’s mixed-race back-
ground was not widely known until the 
1960s, when he was recognized as the 
first American of African ancestry to 
earn a PhD, the first to become a Jes-
uit priest, and the first to be president 
of a predominantly white college. 

Georgetown University today is one 
of the top research universities in the 
world. The university today has around 
7,500 undergraduate and over 9,500 post- 
graduate students from every State 
and territory in the United States and 
more than 130 foreign nations. In 2001, 
Georgetown gained its first lay presi-
dent, John DeGioia, a philosopher by 
training and a champion of civil dis-
course, for whom I have great respect. 

Education at Georgetown is rooted in 
the Jesuit tradition: ‘‘for the glory of 
God and the well-being of humankind.’’ 

I am continually impressed by the 
commitment of Georgetown students 
to causes of social and economic jus-
tice. 

Georgetown has the second most po-
litically active student body in the 

United States according to the Prince-
ton Review. Georgetown is also one of 
the top-10 yearly producers of Peace 
Corps volunteers. Georgetown students 
founded one of the first chapters of 
STAND, the student-led movement to 
end mass atrocities in Darfur and else-
where. And Georgetown faculty, ad-
ministrators and—especially—students 
remain fearless and dedicated cham-
pions of a cause that is very close to 
my heart, the DREAM Act. 

I could not speak about my alma 
mater without bragging a little about 
its athletic teams and programs. The 
men’s basketball team is particularly 
noteworthy. In 1984, it was the NCAA 
championship under Coach John 
Thompson. All told, the Georgetown 
men’s basketball team is tied for the 
most Big East conference tournament 
titles with 7, and has made 27 NCAA 
tournament. 

U.S. News & World Report lists 
Georgetown’s athletics program among 
the 20 best in the Nation. Perhaps even 
more impressive, Georgetown’s student 
athletes have a 94 percent graduation 
success rate. 

I did not start out at Georgetown. I 
spent my freshman year at another 
Jesuit university, St. Louis University, 
just across the Mississippi River from 
my home town of East St. Louis, IL. 

Partway through my first year, I de-
cided that I wanted to go away for 
school. So, I went to the university 
guidance office, looked through some 
pamphlets and chose two. I had never 
been to either place. 

I told my mom that I wanted to go 
away for school and I had narrowed it 
down to two choices. I said the first is 
a school in California called Stanford. 
Mom said, ‘‘No, if you go to California 
you’ll never come home.’’ 

I said the other is a school in Wash-
ington called Georgetown University.’’ 
She thought for a minute and then 
said, ‘‘OK. Your brother goes to Wash-
ington frequently for his work. He can 
keep an eye on you.’’ That is how I 
ended up attending one of the best uni-
versities in America and the world. 

My mom is gone now. But on the eve 
of Georgetown University’s 225th anni-
versary, I want to thank her for steer-
ing me to a truly great university. I 
want to thank all of the professors who 
taught me—brilliant, brave men like 
Professor Jan Karski. 

Finally, I want to commend Presi-
dent Jack DeGioia and all of the 
Georgetown administrators, faculty, 
alumni, supporters, and students for 
continuing to uphold Georgetown’s 
mission of academic excellent and serv-
ice to God and humankind. 

f 

SURGEON GENERAL’S REPORT ON 
SMOKING AND HEALTH 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, this week 
is the 50th anniversary of the Surgeon 
General’s landmark report on smoking 
and health. I join with some of my col-
leagues who have taken the floor this 
week to commemorate this anniver-
sary. 

Surgeon General Dr. Luther Terry’s 
report was groundbreaking. For the 
first time, the government warned that 
‘‘smoking is a health hazard of suffi-
cient importance in the United 
States’’. This fundamentally changed 
how our country thought about smok-
ing and was the basis for many of the 
successful tobacco control efforts of 
the past 50 years. 

Indeed, according to CDC data, in 
1965 the year after the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s report—approximately 42 percent 
of American adults smoked cigarettes. 
By 2011, that rate had dropped by more 
than half to 19 percent. Hopefully this 
trend will continue, leading to better 
health for millions of Americans. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have worked on initiatives to discour-
age our children from becoming smok-
ers, supported measures to ban smok-
ing in schools, and worked to enhance 
the FDA’s ability to regulate the sale 
and distribution of cigarettes and 
smokeless tobacco. 

We have come a long way since I pro-
posed legislation in the late nineties to 
deny tobacco companies tax deductions 
for advertising to children. I was an 
original cosponsor of the Family 
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Con-
trol Act, which became law in 2009 and 
incorporated the goals in my bill to 
keep the tobacco industry from tar-
geting children as new customers. This 
law provides the FDA with the explicit 
authority to protect the public from 
deceptive cigarette advertisements, 
prevent the targeting of minors, and 
remove certain harmful ingredients 
from cigarettes. 

This was an important effort. But we 
also must continue to address new to-
bacco-related concerns as they arise. 
For instance, I was pleased to join sev-
eral of my colleagues last year in urg-
ing the FDA to issue deeming regula-
tions asserting its regulatory author-
ity over e-cigarettes and other tobacco 
products, and it is my hope that it will 
do so soon. 

We have made great strides during 
the last 50 years in reducing smoking 
rates and preventing tobacco-related 
illnesses, but we can and must do more. 
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
continue these efforts, which I believe 
are critically important to our Na-
tion’s long-term health. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 ANDREW LANGSTON 
MCADAMS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express our Nation’s deepest 
thanks and gratitude to a Wyoming 
solider and his family. On January 10, 
2014, CWO3 Andrew McAdams of Chey-
enne, WY, was killed in the line of duty 
in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Along with his fellow MC–12 crew 
members, Chief Warrant Officer 3 
McAdams died from injuries he sus-
tained while conducting surveillance 
operations in eastern Afghanistan. 
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